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November Luncheon 
LUNCHEON: Topic: Louisiana’s 2012 Coastal Master Plan.  Speaker: Leslie Suazo,  
                    Communications Manager & Stephanie Hanes, E.I. LEED AP with    
                    Brown and Caldwell 

DATE:   Wednesday, November 16, 2011  

LOCATION: Copeland’s— 3920 Ambassador Caffery Pkwy., Lafayette, LA 70503       
                       (337)-991-0320 

TIME:  11:30 A.M. Check-in 

PRICE:         $20.00 Members / $10.00 Students / $25.00 Non-members 

MENU:         Choice of:   1. Skillet Blackened Chicken 

                                           2. Shrimp Etouffee 

                                           3. Catfish Acadiana 

President’s Message 
 

Dear Acadiana Branch Members: 

 

First, let me thank all of you for the excellent attendance at the October 

Meeting. I think you will agree that the food and speaker were great. 

 

As I mentioned at the October Meeting, the Acadiana Branch has been work-

ing with Dr. Chris Carroll with the University of Louisiana at Lafayette to sub-

mit a State Public Affairs Grant (SPAG) proposal to ASCE National through the 

ASCE Louisiana Section. The SPAG proposal was submitted to ASCE National 

by Mr. Ronald Schumann, P.E., ASCE Louisiana Section President. The grant 

would be used for a Civil Engineering Outreach Program for 11th and 12th 

grade students in the Lafayette area. Each of the selected schools in the ar-

ea would receive up to 10 presentations on a Civil Engineering topic reaching 

up to potentially 2000 students (50 per presentation). In addition to the on-

site presentations, a wooden bridge competition would also be conducted.  

The Branch will be notified of the status of the grant on December 2, 2011. If 

the Branch receives the grant, the outreach program would begin in January 

of 2012 and continue through June of 2012. 

 

In addition to the November luncheon, ASCE Acadiana Branch will also co-

host a meeting with Louisiana AGC, AIA South Louisiana and the Acadiana 

Chapter of Construction Specifications Institute of Louisiana at ABACUS here 

in Lafayette on November 17, 2011 from 5:00 PM- 7:00 PM. The Louisiana 

AGC attorney, Mr. Russel Wray, will speak on changes to the Louisiana Public 

Bid Laws, 2011 Legislative Changes, Responsible vs. Responsive Bidder, Uni-

form Bid Form and Project Delivery Systems. For additional information on 

this event please visit our website at www.asceacadiana.net under 

“Upcoming Events”.  

 
Continued on Page 2 

http://www.asceacadiana.net


 

 

President’s Message Continued: 

 
As for the month of December the Board has decided not to have a December speaker however we are 

planning to have a joint social with LES sometime in December with a location and date to be adver-

tised in the December newsletter.      
 

The Board also plans on having an American Society of Civil Engineers-Transportation & Development Institute 

(ASCE-T&DI) Seminar sometime early next year. Seminar attendees will receive 2 PDHs with a certificate. The 

Board needs your help in selecting a topic. There will be a handout at our November luncheon with a list of pos-

sible topics to choose from. The Board will ask you to list your top three topics and also make suggestion on 

when and where the Seminar should take place. From this handout the Board will compile the top three topics 

and then choose which topic the seminar will be on. So please come to our November luncheon to help out with 

this decision!!! 

In closing, I want to remind all of you that the ASCE Acadiana Branch sent out an email to renew business card 

advertisements in the ASCE Acadiana Branch monthly newsletter, and the deadline to renew is December 31, 

2011. 

 

Luke Hebert, P.E. 

Bill seeks to link energy Production with Infrastructure funding: 

House Republicans want to pass legislation by the end of 2011 that 

would link federal revenue from expanded oil and natural gas drilling 

to new infrastructure funding, House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio. 

The plan would provide “a new devoted revenue stream” that could 

finance the infrastructure projects that President Barak Obama is 

proposing, Boehner said. “That is, I think, the opposite of stimulus, by 

linking infrastructure to energy reform and permanently removing 

barriers to job growth instead of just money on short-term fixes,” he 

said.  

 

National News 

RESTORE The Gulf Coast Act of 2011, S. 1400 

On July 21, Senators Mary Landrieu (D-LA) and Richard Shelby (R-AL) introduced the RESTORE the 

Gulf Coast Act of 2011.  The legislation calls for dedicating at least 80% of BP penalties paid under 

the Clean Water Act (CWA) to Gulf states to invest in the long-term health of the coastal ecosystem 

and its economies. Joining Sens. Landrieu and Shelby as original cosponsors of the RESTORE the Gulf 

Coast Act of 2011 was Sens. David Vitter, R-La., Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., Thad Cochran, R-Miss., Roger 

Wicker, R-Miss., Bill Nelson, D-Fla., Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas.   

On September 21, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee reported the bill out of com-

mittee favorably – readying the measure for consideration by the full United States Senate. 

 On October 5, Congressman Steve Scalise (R-LA) introduced the RESTORE Act in the House of Repre-

sentatives.  He was joined by a bipartisan coalition of 26 colleagues from the Gulf Coast on the legis-

lation, which is nearly identical to the Senate companion. 
  
Both bills have been presented in meetings with the leadership of each chamber to advance the legis-

lation to consideration in the Senate and House, which could come before the end of the calendar 

year.   See next page. 
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