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President’s Message

Dear Acadiana Branch Members:

First, let me thank all of you for the excellent attendance at the October
Meeting. | think you will agree that the food and speaker were great.

As | mentioned at the October Meeting, the Acadiana Branch has been work-
ing with Dr. Chris Carroll with the University of Louisiana at Lafayette to sub-
mit a State Public Affairs Grant (SPAG) proposal to ASCE National through the
ASCE Louisiana Section. The SPAG proposal was submitted to ASCE National
by Mr. Ronald Schumann, P.E., ASCE Louisiana Section President. The grant
would be used for a Civil Engineering Outreach Program for 11t and 12t
grade students in the Lafayette area. Each of the selected schools in the ar-
ea would receive up to 10 presentations on a Civil Engineering topic reaching
up to potentially 2000 students (50 per presentation). In addition to the on-
site presentations, a wooden bridge competition would also be conducted.
The Branch will be notified of the status of the grant on December 2, 2011. If
the Branch receives the grant, the outreach program would begin in January
of 2012 and continue through June of 2012.

In addition to the November luncheon, ASCE Acadiana Branch will also co-
host a meeting with Louisiana AGC, AIA South Louisiana and the Acadiana
Chapter of Construction Specifications Institute of Louisiana at ABACUS here
in Lafayette on November 17, 2011 from 5:00 PM- 7:00 PM. The Louisiana
AGC attorney, Mr. Russel Wray, will speak on changes to the Louisiana Public
Bid Laws, 2011 Legislative Changes, Responsible vs. Responsive Bidder, Uni-
form Bid Form and Project Delivery Systems. For additional information on
this event please visit our website at www.asceacadiana.net under
“Upcoming Events”.

Continued on Page 2

November Luncheon

LUNCHEON: Topic: Louisiana’s 2012 Coastal Master Plan. Speaker: Leslie Suazo,
Communications Manager & Stephanie Hanes, E.I. LEED AP with

Brown and Caldwell

DATE: Wednesday, November 16, 2011

LOCATION: Copeland’s— 3920 Ambassador Caffery Pkwy., Lafayette, LA 70503
(337)-991-0320

TIME: 11:30 A.M. Check-in

PRICE: $20.00 Members / $10.00 Students / $25.00 Non-members

MENU: Choice of: 1. Skillet Blackened Chicken

2. Shrimp Etouffee
3. Catfish Acadiana



http://www.asceacadiana.net

President’s Message Continued:

As for the month of December the Board has decided not to have a December speaker however we are
planning to have a joint social with LES sometime in December with a location and date to be adver-
tised in the December newsletter.

The Board also plans on having an American Society of Civil Engineers-Transportation & Development Institute
(ASCE-T&DI) Seminar sometime early next year. Seminar attendees will receive 2 PDHs with a certificate. The
Board needs your help in selecting a topic. There will be a handout at our November luncheon with a list of pos-
sible topics to choose from. The Board will ask you to list your top three topics and also make suggestion on
when and where the Seminar should take place. From this handout the Board will compile the top three topics
and then choose which topic the seminar will be on. So please come to our November luncheon to help out with
this decision!!!

In closing, | want to remind all of you that the ASCE Acadiana Branch sent out an email to renew business card
advertisements in the ASCE Acadiana Branch monthly newsletter, and the deadline to renew is December 31,
2011.

Luke Hebert, P.E.

National News

Bill seeks to link energy Production with Infrastructure funding:

House Republicans want to pass legislation by the end of 2011 that
would link federal revenue from expanded oil and natural gas drilling
to new infrastructure funding, House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio.
The plan would provide “a new devoted revenue stream” that could
finance the infrastructure projects that President Barak Obama is
proposing, Boehner said. “That is, | think, the opposite of stimulus, by
linking infrastructure to energy reform and permanently removing
barriers to job growth instead of just money on short-term fixes,” he
said.

RESTORE The Gulf Coast Act of 2011, S. 1400

On July 21, Senators Mary Landrieu (D-LA) and Richard Shelby (R-AL) introduced the RESTORE the
Gulf Coast Act of 2011. The legislation calls for dedicating at least 80% of BP penalties paid under
the Clean Water Act (CWA) to Gulf states to invest in the long-term health of the coastal ecosystem
and its economies. Joining Sens. Landrieu and Shelby as original cosponsors of the RESTORE the Gulf
Coast Act of 2011 was Sens. David Vitter, R-La., Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., Thad Cochran, R-Miss., Roger
Wicker, R-Miss., Bill Nelson, D-Fla., Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas.

On September 21, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee reported the bill out of com-
mittee favorably - readying the measure for consideration by the full United States Senate.

On October 5, Congressman Steve Scalise (R-LA) introduced the RESTORE Act in the House of Repre-
sentatives. He was joined by a bipartisan coalition of 26 colleagues from the Gulf Coast on the legis-
lation, which is nearly identical to the Senate companion.

Both bills have been presented in meetings with the leadership of each chamber to advance the legis-
lation to consideration in the Senate and House, which could come before the end of the calendar
year. See next page.



RESTORE The Gulf Coast Act of 2011, 8. 1400

Stmmary of Bill

35% equally divided among five Gulf Coast
States for expenditures by state entity or task
force

Must be spent in Coastal Zone or land, water,
or watersheds within 25 miles of coastal zone

Authorized uses:

¥ Coastal restoration projects and activities, including
conservation and coastal land acquisition

¥ Mitigation of damage to, and restoration of, fish,
wildlife, or natural resources

¥ Implementation of a federally approved marine,
coastal, or comprehensive conservation management
plan, including fisheries monitoring

» Programs to promote tourism in a Gulf Coast State

¥ Programs to promate the consumption of seafood
produced from the Gulf Coast ecosystem

¥ Programs to promte education regarding the natural
resources of the Gulf Coast ecosystem

¥ Planning assistance
¥ Warlforce development and job creation

¥ Improvements to or upon State parks located in
coastal areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill.

» Mitigation of the ecological and economic impact of
auter Continental Shelf activities and the impacts of
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill or promotion of the
long-term ecological or economic recovery of the
Gulf Coast ecosystem through the funding of
infrastructure projects.

¥ Coastal flood protection and infrastructure directly
affected by coastal wetland losses, beach erosion,
and the impacts of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

v 30%toa Federal-State Task Force with
representation from each of the 5 states

+ Must be spent on ecological protection and
restoration activities in the Gulf Coast

+ Federal-State Task Force comprised of the
five govemors and seven Federal agencies:
¥ The Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality
The Secretary of the Interior
The Secretary of the Army

»
»
¥ The Secretary of Commerce
¥ The Secretary of Agriculture
»

The Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency
¥ The head of the department in which the Coast
Guard is operating
+ Funds would be applied Gulf-wide based on

the Comprehenstve plan, which must be

approved by the federal chair and a majortty

of the govemnors

+ Priority would be given to:

¥ Projects that are projected to make the greatest
contribution to restoring and protecting the natural
resources, ecosystems of the Gulf Coast ecosystem,
without regard to geographic location

¥ Large-scale projects and programs
¥ Existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans

¥ Projects that restore the areas most impacted by the
oil spill

'» 80% of Clean Water Act Fines

30% to State entities or task forces based on
anmpact formula

The formula, which applies only to this pot, is
based on the states” proximity to the oil spill
number of shoreline miles oiled, and average
population of coastal counties

State entities must submit this plan to the
Chairperson of the Task Force for use of the
funds.

The Chatrperson would ensure that the states”
proposals meet the authorized uses and benefit

the ecological and economic recovery of the
Gulf

The Chatrperson would have 60 days to
review the States’ proposals.

States would have an opportunity to appeal
proposals rejected by the Chairperson through
an expedited judicial review process ina
district court of the state seeking the appeal

5% to Endowments for Gulf
Coast Science Research and
Fisheries Monitoring
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